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The Glass Molding Process (GMP) produces large quantities of glass optical parts and provides the advantages of high
molding accuracy, short production cycle, low cost, and little pollution. Developments in different sectors, such as cameras
and telescopes, are prompting studies on the design of aspherical optical components. Modeling heat transfer and
deformation at high temperatures are crucial aspects of studying glass because its properties are significantly influenced by
temperature-induced phase changes. In this study, temperature changes and geometric deviations of lenses were studied
with respect to heating, pressing, and cooling times and the heat capacity of the heater used. A 3D model was designed
for the heating, pressing, and cooling steps, and heat transfer was subjected to numerical analysis considering the specific
heat of glass and the temperature dependence of thermal conductivity. Lens molding temperature conditions were then
analyzed with the heat capacity of the lens molding heating system. Lens molding conditions were derived by analyzing
lens temperatures with respect to heating and cooling capacities at each process step.
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Fig. 1 Schematic of glass molding process and temperature of lens at each step (heating, pressing, cooling)
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Table 1 Thermal expansion characteristics of glass L-BAL 35

Characteristic point in the

Temperature [°C
volume-temperature curve P ['C]

Strain point (StP) 489
Annealing point (AP) 520
Transition temperature (Tg) 527
Yielding temperature (At) 567
Softening point (SP) 619

Table 2 Properties of materials

. . Thermal
Materials ][?;/n:l?]/ SPBjLﬁ?I;]f at conductivity

8 [W/m-K]
Lens L-BAL-35 2,820 1,100 1.13
Heater Quartz 2,660 749 2.5
Liner/Holder/ o hiee 1770 710 90

Press bar

Mold Molybdenum 10,200 255 147

Conduction

Under mold
‘Cooling poini : 4

70 mm

90 mm

(a) Heat transfer model

@ 4 =

(b) Heating

A

(c) Pressing (d) Annealing/Cooling

Fig. 2 Numerical simulation 3-D model and heat transfer model
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(a) Mesh structure
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Fig. 3 Mesh structure and grid independence
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Fig. 4 Comparison of the temperature change on lens at each heater
system power in Step 1, 2
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Fig. 5 Comparison of the temperature distribution and deviation on
the lens in step 2
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Fig. 7 Comparison of the lens temperature change according to
heater power in the pressing process of steps 3, 4
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