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Thermal Fatigue Life Evaluation of EB-PVD TBC Using Newly Developed
Small-scale Burner Rig
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In this study, the effect of flow rate ratio (R) and total flow rate (Q) on the surface temperature of thermal barrier coatings
(TBC) was investigated using a newly developed small-scale methane-oxygen burner rig. Subsequently, the failure mode of
electron beam physical vapor deposition (EB-PVD) TBC was examined, and the relationship between surface temperature
and coating life was established. The surface temperature of the TBC was found to be strongly dependent on both the flow
rate ratio and the ftotal flow rate. Specifically, surface temperature exhibited a proportional relationship with total flow rate,
while it showed an inverse relationship with flow rate ratio. The failure mode of the EB-PVD TBC involved a gradual
increase in delamination from the rim to the center of the coin-shaped specimen, and this failure mode was found to be
independent of surface temperature. Additionally, it was determined that the surface temperature of EB-PVD TBC has a
perfectly inverse linear relationship with coating life. This finding implies that the derived linear regression line from the
burner rig test can be directly used to predict coating life for any untested surface temperature.
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Fig. 1 Cross-section of EB-PVD TBC specimen
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Fig. 2 Illustration of burner rig system
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Fig. 4 Circuit diagram of gas flow rate control system with arduino
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Fig. 5 Circuit diagram of automatic burner moving & cooling
system with Arduino
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(a) (k) ()

Fig. 6 Variation in the flame shape for three different Q values of
(a) 12.4 LPM, (b) 18.6 LPM, and (c) 30.7 LPM, under the
same R value of 3.65

Table 1 R and Q values for three cases of flames in Fig. 6

Case  CH,(LPM) O,(LPM) R Q (LPM)
@) 2.67 9.74 3.65 124
(b) 3.99 14.57 3.65 18.6
© 6.6 24.11 3.65 307

 (b)
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Fig. 7 a) Experimental setup for flame temperature measurement, b)
temperature profiles at gun distance of 8cm, c¢) flame shape
at gun distance of 8 cm, and d) flame shape at gun distance
of 4 cm
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Fig. 8 Variation in the surface temperature during (a) heating and
(b) cooling cycle
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Table 2 Measurements of maximum surface temperature, for five
different combinations of R and Q

Max.Temp.
O

3.99 14.57 3.652 18.56 1,048

3.99 12.67 3.175 16.66 1,088

1
2
3 3.99 9.992 2.504 13.98 1,115
4
5

Case CH,(LPM)O,(LPM) R  Q(LPM)

3.99 8.850 2218 12.84 1,110
5.00 12.54 2.508 17.54 1,175

1200
..5 1000 :—
g
E 800 -~
E |
= 600 — — -
8 I CH,-3.99LPM, O 14 5TLPM (R=13.652, 0=10.56)
E ——CH, 3.99LPM, 0,12 6TLPM (R=3.175, Q=16.568)
n?j 400 CH,-3.99LPM, O_0.092LPM (R=2 504, 0=11.98)
r -- CH,3.89LPM, O, 8 BSOLPM (R=2 218, (=12 84)
| m—CH,500LPM, 0,12 S4LPM (R=2 508, 0=17 54)
200 F N N N " " " n N \
o 1 2 3 4 5 <] 7 a8 ] 10

Heating Time (min)

Fig. 9 Variation in the surface temperature of TBC during heating,
for five different combinations of R and Q
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Fig. 10 Photos of flame for the three different burner rig test
conditions
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Fig. 11 Representative photos for three steps in burner rig test from
the viewpoint of the lower specimen, (a) heating cycle, (b)
between heating and cooling cycle, and (c) cooling cycle
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Fig. 12 Surface temperature profiles of specimen during heating
with incremental increase of total flow rate for three
different flow rate ratio, gun distance = 4.0 cm

Surface Temperature('C)

Time {min)

Table 3 Results of maximum surface temperature measurements
based on Fig. 12, for different combinations of R and Q

R CH,(LPM) O,(LPM) Q(LPM) Max. Temp. (°C)
4.03 10.12 14.15 1175
55 5.00 12.54 17.54 1238
' 6.01 15.08 21.09 1285
7.02 17.63 24.65 1322
3.61 10.89 14.50 1080
3.0 4.34 13.17 17.52 1137
' 5.00 15.08 20.08 1172
6.01 18.01 24.02 1213
3.19 11.14 14.33 1014
35 3.82 13.68 17.61 1079
' 5.00 17.50 22.50 1129
6.01 21.06 27.07 1164
1300 1500
1) ! Fr T = 13.9 + 986
= rmi- Q= 17.54 LFM E oo (R? = 0.975)
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Fig. 13 a) Relation between maximum surface temperature and Q
under the same R and b) relation between maximum surface
temperature and Q for three different R
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Fig. 14 The progress of specimen failure according to the number
of cycles (Casel), photos taken at (a) the second half of
heating step, (b) the first half of cooling step, and (c) the
end of cooling step
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step, except for the farthest right
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